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Cvnthie charlotte Penbody and

“2lly Ann reabody,daughters of xlmer clifton res ‘body Jr,

gog of Klmer Clifton <eabody,your grondfather. You knew bim
28 Pags snd loved him and c:lled him by that name, PAGS."

Your grondfather wee born in Goldenyuolors: 30.r1s Family
moved to Come,uol ‘rude qgbecause your great gr:ondfsther h 4
& brother livinq in Como snd both men vere intereste? in
mlnan) fﬂ icer and hydraulic minine.

your grandfather came to sreckenridee, Colorado,in the
yvezr 189]1,8t the age of six. This would make him 14 v ears %
age 8t the beainning of the really BIG SNOW.

In the year 1952 so much was re_told =nd some written
zoout the oig smow in summit county,sdome of it fsctual,come
half-remembered facus that your rags decided to cive you
& plcture of the storm, r:ailroad,tewn and the people tharein
ag viewed through tho eves of a viae aswake Tourteen yesr
eld boy.

‘)

50 here it is,

The railr@ad,th&ﬁaaame to preckenridge from upeaver
and then on te we-dville  velor:do, 4% was & part of tne
Uuion cucific system,Jat@r it begame a part of the vurlington,
ahd this branch wes known =s the volor.do and ~outhern.

In 1898 thie brinch waeg declining in ite activitiesy
freight hauling,passengzer travelg was getting less and less
ag the orgvas petting harder and narder teo findcfnﬂ no new,
spectacul8r u-es for the svailaonle miperals had been found.

At one time trnere was & sleeper or as it ies now called &

rullmsn,running dsily between benver and uesdville. inere

wag one trainm colled an,“accomodafinn fra 12ht}tnls rreignt

carried mail and pascengers from venver to we dvilie,znd

arrived in sreckenridee &t 40'clock A.iW.. There was mail

that arrived on the regulsr exprees each morning from Lesdville

amd mail from Lenver esch aftern-omn.ihis was plus the

mail from the accomodatior freight. The razilrosd stveotiva

or Aepet was scross the river snd about one block south

from the house in which your daddy was born. £ "Y" extended

towcrd shock Hill here the switching,chongine and turning

of the railroad care was done.This station was large enoungh

snd ani¢e enough for the train despstcher and family to use

for living querters.ure was hanled to this station in very

heevy tired wagons,by horses that were net very larece,but

they were stron g £nd slwevs kept nice and fat. The ore weas
unloaded by the men using shovels. Nothing had been mechanized
in those yeurs. wages were very low.rhere were no unions,

no strikes,no foreigners. the few foreionere Swedes,wermans,

and so on,;llawere taking steps toward citizenship.
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The fall of 1951,wse treated to 2n e:rly snow storm
and then the yesr 1952 beern with an unususlly bad storm
ysthis coming on what hed he=d already fallen,as more than
nsusl , hes leAd tosthe compsrison with the winter ot 798
and 1899. many sa¥he it was the worst they ever saw, which
mieht be true “or them if they hsd not seen the 187%one.
Anyx_thing any one would write or talk sbout woniéd have to
be from their persomsl recollections unless thev ZXept re-
cords,or obtuined records from newspspers or personal diaries.
\inything [ write hos teo be =8 | remember it and the thinas
with which 1 came in contact.

i fhe setting for me is oreckenridge, slgne, 1L saw nothing

further then & few miles outside the town, Quotiag rrom the
Journsl of February 8,1952,in wheh they print some articles
from the memory Book of miss Lily milliard, the dates of the
blocks de were trom rebrusry 4,to april 24th,lovy,thet mezng T8
days,betwveen the d:=tes or 8O days 1f they are included.Aifter
the real storm started,the snow tell day ufter day,all day
long &nd with no sunshine 1962 1s and wus & hard winter but

by comp:rison w1itr° 98 £nd’99 it is about 0% Or that winter

as pictures would prove,if one ecovid locste them. it 18 & mere

babe in arme by comparison.

~7 Ae days and days passed with no-let up in the storm the
towncpeople becan to think about "ow to get meil in and out,
especiallygfiret cless meil,since the poesibility of a train
coming #n was so doubtful. Jese Oskley volunteered to make the
trip to Como,on skifes and bring back the most importunt letnter
mail. A collection waes m-de to poy his expenses, fhe prineip=l
contributor was @eorge Fnele. with = tew quarters from here
and there,the sum total wase probably abont tihedvd ddilars., 't this
time the=t seemed =mple compensation for the trip and time re-
quired to mske 1t. if you were capeble,physicglly,to meke it,
you could buy three sguares (mesls) &nd & nights lodging for
one dollar, and, U yes, two drinke of whiskey for tventy-tTive
cents., I Ao not know how many t*?m Oakley, made slonejone trip
he was sccompanied by Horace rost turnéne with abeu% forty
pounde of mail each. if eny on® thinke “orty pounde ien't much
let them tpy to corry thet much on eki?s(they were eulled /
gnow shoes at thst time and webls were webls).

—"Prring this time groceries,meails and other tood supplies
were being comsumed and euppliee dwindline. Une item was
melldn'e Baby #ood and Horlick's melted milk.4esin vakley had 0
megke & trip over the psss called Boreas for food for his owa som,
Clyde.ieat in the markets finally rsn out ss did butler and
epgs so did the vegetables, except whet the individuszl house»
holder may have hsd om hand. there were smuging incidents,one
that for ~e contained guite & little humor,the mest situztion
wae cctting quite scute, S0 when Mre Christ Ksiser went TO her
burn to milk her cow one evening,ehe found thut ner cow had been
butchered right there in the bern. Bd theobald snd veorze Moom
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were then operating the Christ Kaiser Market.that buildine
still stande.dr. Kaiser was in the ccttle buesiness with
Billy Sanborn =t Jefferson. When the two butkhers of the cow
explained the mstter to smrs. Ksiser,they told her it mae
done in the name of necessity. she wa paid for the loss

of her cow, My mother hsd a cow also,After the Lalser's cow
sacrifice she dzily expected they would demand her cow ror
the ssme resson. 1 believe the difficulty of gettine the

Pecbody cow out of the baram saved her,the faet that su.plies
were dribbling in might heve been s fsctor toward saving her
1ife. lt was quite & problem to care for that cow. rhst was
one of the small chores delegated to me. /A1]1 water and feed
ha@ to ve carried into the barn as it was impessible to get
the cow out of the barn,as the snow was nine Teet deep in
the cow yard. i don't remember how many weeks she etood in
the barn.By the end of march the snow storme had become
intermittent and 1 was sble to cle:r & spsce in front of the
doorithen i shoveled s circle trail,wide enongh so the cow
coulé follow this trail end walk around the circle snd come
right back to the b.rn. che could then at least stand outside
during the warmth of the day when it did get warm. this purn
wae in the =1ley close to the vstholie Chureh.

‘ The problem of eettine places coanfronted everyone; and
) =

4 W } AJ
\ a o ‘Q.,KL,"‘ 1 i ’
& wpla~"gince "necessity ie the motherof inventionl, some one W&as

coing to try to improve the skijys,8kife neing the best and
ecsiest way to move sbout. Previous to the opening of the
roed several parties mgde tre the trip b.ck and forth to
como on skifs or weqxs. The only persoff'using webge that 1
recsll,vas one Felix Martimy= rrench Cansdien., #hen 1 saw
him go up Ridge street on = pair of webgs,i =20t = thin board
end fashioned some shoes.iy tools were a ssw and hammer,
thet was all i hed te mrk with. I went out after dark to try
them out €0 no one conld ses me strugcline ~ith them, | still
have them s=nd believe they could be used by puttine on some
foot streps. The one difficulty L found with them was the snow
snthered on top of them =nd did not fall through,es it does
, with webpse.

N&géﬁfﬁf&ﬁ*wﬁd/ vpnere the court nouse now stands,was & POW of hSVxﬁgﬁthat

o Swrw . B

extended &s fur ss the tree,which still siuads nour tTne corner
of the rre-surer's officeGeorge Enzle owned = bnilding at

the cormer of Ridge snd wuincoln.ihis was used O¥ & eontragtor
pemed mitchell. Since there was little c.rpenter worx to do
hie men had plenty of tive to work on their ideas wneen ran

to Snow 51Kes.}nis wae what was wanted tne most. Lhe firsy
attempt wos an idea of Walter Henderson. His 1ides was & palr
of skids with, & frame built on them with & pair of peddles,

a sprocket wheel made of wood with nsils drivenm =t regular
intervels witn the herds scwed off fne belt was of le:stner
about one 2nd ore half inches wide,with holes punched and
gpaced to engmge the naile in thne gprocket. The belt went bsck
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to a wondaen shaft on whech was snother wooden sprocket
with nz2ils driven in for sprocket teeth that were sup-
poeced to en=mgage the houles in this le=ther ovelt,
th & shaft wést pl ced four or six wooden psddles that
were to push tnis sled as they rest~d on the snow,s
little below the bottom of the slied ruamavwrs. tev steer this
bike was a third and shorter snoe placed between the
runners and a little aheud,fnis oberated oy n pair of handles,
like bike handles. 1he rower?,fhat was dderived by leg
power the aame as & rezular bike,gas sad small engines
w re not wuvi  in use in thos duys fifty three years ago,
The dey this Yrnow bike was taken out for its A'risl run
wag a Sundayyjust after noom. It was moved out ot the shop
snd given = gtart at Ridge Street on Lincoln Avenue,
®and was hesded for Main Straet}ﬁendereon wae unsable to steer
it in & strzight line. by the time he got to wmain street,
the power plant was exhzusted..uo with the help of rive or
gix men it wae pulled back up the hill and put bagk in the
shop for future use &s kindling wood.. At the sam%time S
two other sitchell men begen building = sled,hoscver they
used the f rame of an old tandem bike, mounted en ruaners,
using the regular sprockets and chaine te the resr wheel hub.
On the rim of this wheel were pflced trisnpgular pleces of :
metal ywith the point outside which was supposed to Aig in the
snow*th-reby drive the sled forward. this sled looked much bet-
ter then the Henderson sled,but on trisl waes no more of &
success. 'wo men could not furnish enongh power to drive it
on a level road,snd in soft snow it would not move st all,
That venture ended =zny ideas of mex ine sikiing esraler.

The Aemsnd for ekifs was er~st thet yesr as that was
the only outdoor sport to be had,as well as the only meuns of
travel’ bob sledding waen't good =s snow fell so resularly

the hills could not be kept open for slidine.

the only skifs asny one s=w those Aays were m=de locully.
Phey were made vith just & strap across the instep and a
bridse or bloek placed under the arch of the foot., Skifs
were never fsuatened to the feet 28 that wae eonsidered
too dangerous.uvae might get a leg broken on a Tall,but
many & ski. took off alone down the hill,some times to be

lost or broken.
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Yhe best skifs were made by xli rletcher,the kind of
»wcod used wag n-tive syruce or pine,ush,oszk or rexas pine.
iex.s pime ,quartered suwed were the fastest skids made =nd
needed no waxing,the more they were used the better and faster
they became.?ne usual length of the skl at thet time was tirve o

\ twelve feet. ‘ f ' \1
QL. . \ ‘ i ! P
Stip— s Cahers S Vomesns Pundsd Oedinlasrmersn
Axéﬁ Ihere being no radio,no train coming in e.ch d4ay with

\ j;;?;ﬂf} x Q : 3
?@ﬂ‘ \ ] neil,no road or pass open for teames to get to the world
outside,you have to try to im=z2ine some o” the thingspthe
people had to worry them. One was entertsinment. "hat was
there to 40l #But it hes been ssid that Brockenridge had never
h=d euneh = soeisble time =8 that winter., Cert: inly never since
hag any time equaled thst winter. ‘e an example ,four dzncen
were held most of the time,one on Saturday afterhoon,this was
given by rrofessor Ulisbee,for the juniors nt the G 4 R Hzll.
Thie wes reslly a school for beginners and cost fifty cents
o lessom,boys snd girls payine slikeyen Saturdey aighte one
given byyzrofessorfor the peneral public. va tue same nignts
e Asnce was held in the 034 fFiremen's Hall :thie was given by
the“Club”. "8 [ look back,these dsnces w-r® ,erhaps more
srewn up 2nd formsl, rrofessor Clisbee scraped the fdddle ,while
nis dsushter,Edna,played the pé=nogtor tre dunees &l the
G A A Esll. uoorge Louage was the vidlinist,with mrs.kovert
Wi11isme at the pisno,Bhe w:s then Mamie Hilliard, you call
her Jlunt mamie;}hese dances ,e2s 1 ssid,were neld st the Firemen's
¥sll.un wednesday night rrofeesor Cligbee hz4 a dancine class
in tne dining room of _tne old vceidantal toialgwhere he live~.
, That buii is gopnel fuer 8 few Ssturday artornoon lessoms &
4AM“3RMJ sw of ue decided we were good enough for the Saturday night -~
dances. ln order to be sure we hsd purtners Or st leusat 8
partner for psrt of the dsznces durion Mletcher snd 1L would see
thut one or the tther of us took Vera .tephenson tO the daace.
Then we p:id for the lsdy as well ss for ourselvesg. SO0 we
would‘%geoz our finsnces snd decide who wouid take her to the
dunce. decided that weighty matter on #riday &t gehool.
cometimes we had to pool our money,sometimes,borrow,but we
alweye were cure thet we hs-d some one for some of the dznces.
You see we were just "punke" then and moet of the older and
better dsncees Aidmt like to dspce with us.. sMore Than once
I heve seen & lody wearing 8 red foece while dancing with us,
but it d4idn't mesn # tring tc me then. Of eovrse We stepped
on their feet,but L think women's feet were lerger then thaa now
or &t lesst sg I remember them,more etuek out im froat s=nd not
a0 mueh up in the air in their righ heecled shoes. ihe vednesday
dsncing clees z2iven by vrofeggor Ulisbee was attenied by the 0id~—
er lzdies,who had never lesrne? to dsnce zand wished some instrue-
tion before asttendine the publie dsnces.The Professor would
rouad up & few of the punks (I was one) for these dunces,to
donce with the lsdies thie was one time we d1d4 not pey,the
ladies had to, I dont know if we helped teszch them anything
or not,but we were something to 1e2n on while they were movine

i
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At the Clisbee dances, ladieéiwithout an eseort, 6L74@/Q
wishing to dance,paid the same 28 a man,fifty cents. The a4 ; ]
Y2 s rn,
priee of admission was one dollar a eouple. Por ladies f

not caring to dance there was no charge.They eould stay

and deeorate the wall for free. I never pieked many of
these"flowers" ,they were usually too big 2md heavy to keep

in motion, I remember one"wrestling " mateh,I thoueht I would
\ drop with exhaustion before the round ended. 'fter thsat

\ experience I was more careful when I picked "fl owere'!

>C TPMJ-», s Wl
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about. When twelve o'clock came on Snturdey night the music
stopped and there wss no more dencing. rhe big dunces were al-
’\ }}uays given on fridesy night =nd &%ncing lasted ae late as 4 A.u.
§ywpb“ﬁ£ 't the end of the dancee every went home, wWalked home. This
; %Mfaﬁg is just & side light about the entertcinment of the childrea
%;BQ‘Q during tne bloeckade. Spe=king of socisl partiesytnere were inm
\ pi* school ,avery group sge,hsving psrties nlmost every night,zt some
A ﬁf house or home.The home of rli Fletcher was one of the fevorite
F& places for tre group to whieh I belonged, however,that was not
the only plece we met. Refereshments were not often served,we
juet had s pood time,usually dsncing. Not many of the elass of !
199 sre left.Probsblythe "Four Hundred' o¥“Blite society spent
their evenings playing eards,®ive hundred was the came of thet
time.
WfQ‘Haﬁﬂg Wsturslly there was much talk and speculation se to what

&
»

]

.

Wodt T the railroad was doing 2bout openine the rond,and what zbout 9
,/wQe the wagon road)people gathered in eroups to discuss the situation.
i O A I attended every meeting neld any where that pertained to anythkire gé
concorning the town or railrond, I wse every where, une of the

first parties to meke the trip by skife wes rli and Will Fletchep %g

it might have been rsul surdette,inetesd of "ill, Yhey fachioned W\

2 8led Pfrom ski shoes with a tongue 2nd rope for pulling,rhey y\

brouzht back some pork and beef. Un the way down from Boreas \g
)

the sled4 becsme unmensgeable =ni tipped over. i don't think

they ever tried s second trip. 'fter the rosd was opened to
Como,George Moon end another mun went to the Park,preobably to
Sanborn and Kaieer place nezr Jeffersom. They went on horses
expecting to drive some beef c:-ttle to breckenridge to butcher.
On the day of their expected arrivel,l went about & mile beyond g\
Rocky roint Lake to see ir they were coming,s0 i1 could report j'wd

to rd.Theobeld,znother butcher,but they didn't arrlveiﬂigw%y{““i \f
Breckenridge until the following dsy. crobably keld &t the N
Ksiser barms snd corrals and slaughtered there as it would have ﬁ
have bean next td impossible to heve brought them in on the hoof.

s Another party that went out was the "Finding " party(tgere

MY "were several in thet partygwho went out to Denveyy, [ doAt reeall
Qﬂ”‘ if both, the ¥inding girls,fenes(now mrs. siner) her sister,
N ronniefl havpe ceen pietures of this party taken =zt porens. L

have no b5ueK of wemories or e¢lip rings,to turn to in this
narretive, just the things d4nd incidents thst came into the

line of my vision snd & fiftean vear o0ld4 boy ien't suppoced

to see and revember mueh.! bet though tnere sre some who wish
they couldn't remember ag mueh ss they do. At one time or =t
about the lowest ebb cf the food situation,sob rFoote(no one ever
e¢alled him Robert) owner of the Denver Hotel, ecome to my mother
who owned the CoJlorsdo Hotel,znd asked her for some butter, jhe
wag completely out of butter, and his dsughter,klls,wouldn’'t e=t
without butter. My mother told him he could have butter for

¥11a but none for his boarders.l take it from that the supplies
were not 80 very low for my mother.dX Poote ,mother of Robert
Theobs14,the senstorf. A er-nd eheracter,Hob Foote,msny s
prospector was grubstaked for months at a time by him and many

& man lived on Bob rhen he knew he would never get 2 cent for
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for boz-ding.In the spen of one m:en's 1life you 4o not
meet mony z2rand men like Bob Koote.

YwaMﬁMﬁpw& Things finally resched the stage where something had to be
— Ll done zs food for the stoek =s well ae the food for the human
V*V Qﬁ@&, population was cetting necor zere. Un a nday sfternoon & mass

O&stfﬂyy me8ting wes called end it was decided the time had come when
:deﬁJ the wagon rosd over Boreass te Como must be opened. un monday
o morning sbont seven o'cloek the rire Bell was tapped, More than

2 hundred men,with several tezme of horses gathered at the
Piremen's ¥Yall., The men began the opening of the ro=d to Uome.

411 the teame and men returned 'o Breckenridge the first night.
They mede Como the seeond or third d=y. Terms going to Como one
day and returning the following 4=y the rosd was kept open.
¥*inelly it was built up to the height of the surrounding snow!’
thereafter there was no trouble to keep the rosd open. megts,J
proceries and animasl food bezan to flow in to breeckearidge,three
days & week,not in sueh guantities =28 to fill the empty store
shelves but the crigis wss over and the necessities ware zsvsil-
able a8 well as gbme of the luxuriesg,After the onening of the

road a short time contract wss given to one Sheaw to bring in

mail by teem and sTed. 1 sawthe First €led lo:4 of*maill =nd other
supplieg to arrive at the postoffice. My ereat interest wes to gee
if Shew brought in =nY bansnsas)Yes, I have no bananse”.Later

Carl Eeklund and 1 hought part of the first stock of benanss

that caume in and forWith proceeded to eut & dozen esch,~e had heard

.that no one could eat a dozen,we could have ezten more but wanted
our supplies to last last two or three days.. L reméber Shew very w
3 well but 40 not remember his partner, 1 knew whare fhey started .

X he their “Steum uvaundry", on %Wachington Avenue:it was short-lived.

] iﬁiﬁvﬂsé _ T don't know the conditiom of the ro:d’between Dill n snd

1 3 Fw\{Breekenridge but it probably h=d to be brokea open after the

| B9, Boress rsss xoad was opened. More tham omee L have heurd it suid

4 B the first load of supplies that eame im to Dillem by sled thst

1 V4™ winter, was = load of barrel whiskey.Their thirst must have been

"} =7 greater than their hunger.

, §

V BPER VWY

o

] % So far as I know,but one life was lost 4o _reas rass by those
;@“ skiing to Como,Loren Weldgqothers elsewhere}ﬁ%tA sve no place in
\bB) this story. Loren "alde worked =g = clerk im John nartmen's
W groeery store,ffe, with seversl others,left Breckenridge for Comor
;ﬁ P together ,8n rosching Bore:ss "aldo decided not to continue with the
N oth~r members of the p:urty but to colon by him-elf,He did thie

sosinst the advice of the sgent.He never reached Como. S0 goes the
story that waes told at the time., The fahily of ®aldo offered a rew.
ward of two hundred dollars to any person or porsons finding the
body.there was little chunce of findine him Auring the winter,since
the egnow =nAd wind h:d ersgsed sll marks of his travel and covered
him with snow. Joe Marz,Sam %ells,Jess Uskley =nd I spent = day
gearching,sft r the snow hzd pertly melted, This wae probably at
the end ofVdg er ecrly June. How many others had been searching

I do not know,The body was not found until & week or two zfter our
gesreh.it wae $ound by 2 Louis Craig. rﬁl@OﬁDrObﬂbly begsme ox-

P ot o
obhewsty s 59—
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hzueted., Heulizing he could go no further he r=zd zpparently tried
Yo write = letter or note, re 2 pencil and note book were at his
x4 gide.,
S The zbove =re the highlights of the wazon rosd cpening,as
éi”:*’g 1 said pbefore the speculution was long =nd some of it voeiferous
W, a8 to what the reilroad wae doing. L dont know much sbout what
072~ ?*A went onf until the time arrived that the motsry had psssed noeky
A a0 Point =nd resch~d [l1linois Guleh.#any of the townspeosle und
nlﬁm& school ehildren went up to meet =nd see it.The snow at that time
o and place was debper thaf the height of the rotary. en the rotary
reached the point of Wigger 111 sbove the Basll Park,one engine ,aul
became usaless, Just what waes broken I 40 not know. The onlyffbp:i}
was to dlsconneet and remove the connecting rod. I watched the
engineer 4o that work. Lt wa- on a Sundasy morning. that Sunday
afternoon = mass meeting was held =t which time the = spokesmsn
for the railrozd agke® for assistance from the eitizens. Some
heated arguments resulted. Many were sosinst givéne the railrosd an
sggistance., Some ware for helping snd gettine the road opened into
town.* inelly the Bupsrintenient or whatever he wes for the railro=d
asked 211 those in favor of helping the rosd to line up one side of
the hall. ‘fter they 414 thie he s-13 he wouldeive msch one two
dollare & day to help. 1Lt d1dnt toke londy for the ranks teo swell,
1 attended that meeting dbut my parents wGld not let me stay out of
school: that mondsy to ezrn that two dollxrsﬁ gsaveral of the boys did
The shovelers 4id not shovel the full width”of the t uck,they ele.r-
ed one rail which relieved the rotary,us only one eylinder was work-
ing a8 1 previously stated. Une connecting rod was removed. ‘bout
three o'clock that mMonday afterno-n the whistles of the locomotives
began blowing ss they entered town. Stewart dismissed school.it .
was like aa ant hill Aisturbed ,two hundred school children aund
most of the eitizens going to the depot to see the first train to
arrive after the bloekude.ihe Blockzde wee ended, but there
8till remzined feet snd feet of snow on the hillsides. unly that
deep,nz=rrow cut the rotery hed ms=de which counld =gain beeome tilled
with snow,if snow should fall,snd the wind blow. ¥rom the records
it 4id agein,causing & delay in the trein serviee,
The rotary proeceeded to Dillomgon one eylinder. After repuairs arriv.
ed from the shops at Como,the Trepuliring was done =t Dillon or
perhsps Dickey, before starting to rrisco,up the Ten wmile Vanycn
end then on to Lesdville through Kvkomo.
: time psgred.3e 4id the school term end =nd the out of doors
“x\gﬁ%/ e=1led to the daneing youths of the blocksde,through the love of
FD- \\ gwimming pool end ¥’ shing stresm,

Tﬁ ‘{\ l‘!’W
O 0 mogie rown of Breckenridge., une of the bhest =nd cleanest.
Ho&#@ﬂ mining towns thet ever existed,until prohidbition ecame to chunge )i

WKH& The populstion of Breckonridge at that time was shout nine hundred,
§ un saturdey when tr~ 77@m from the hills came in it might muke s
thoussend, at lesgt thet was ¢laimed for it. There were two meat

markets,oix procery stores,three 4dry 2-0de stores,one or two
bzkerieg,two barber shops, five esloons,several hotals, two livery
gtables, two hsriwere stores asnd other business estabdblishmen*s.
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Let me give you = 1ittle sketeh of the soci-l-publie
asctivities. vne has to remember,there wae little money poid
in to the 1ittle towns icolated g4es Breckonridge wss,
water system, liechts consumed 211 the money collected for
msintencnce. Yo anythine ea®ried on in thetown was done by
domzations,The lurgest donors ware slways the s=loon keepers,
ell = fine clsss of men. Dancing was the moest popular form
of entertainment,Any person sppesring st one of those dances
under the influence of liquor wes escorted from the hall,
and told nat to ecome buck. there wes slwavs s floor ecommittee
to tske/03¥ such mstters,and two would ueually take an arm of
the frolicsome guest and 20 toward the door, usually laughing,
80 far us most of the persoms present!the ren were just poing
to the smoking room for s friondly smoke. There were none more
imsistent on keeping the dances free from Arinking then the su-
loon men themselves. ith rheodore Knorr, £4 Wesver, Arlineton
rincher,Boh williams,vharlie Marz =nd some others oam the floor
committee,escorting =« man to t e Jdoor =8 an undesirsble,=nd told
him to lesve,they left snd didn't come b:ck}nor did they threuten
whet they would do later.ihose boys were orz:unized, asnd like the
fellow who was sgked to disturd the hornets nest he said,"Ho,they
ure orgunized”,

T tThe blg dance of the season was the musquerade given
by the Hed Mens .Lodge. To muke sure that no undesirables got in

@uander mssk,then later bossgt that they erashed the dance,every one,

l:diee and men were reguired to step in = booth znd uamssk before
the town marshall =s he knew 11 the undesirables.Strungers were
not required to zive their names or furnish 2 eharseter referecnce
n8 £1]1 loeal questionsbles were known,thic dance wag usually .
eiven on the last friday in sarech each year,

1the society Aance of the yeur was given oy the 0dd & 1
Pellows&rouna the end of Apri’. There st that dance the ladies
were slways given a bouquet of cut fl-wers,at the door. rthe lodge
memberg =11 wor€ some of the lodge repslis for the Gr.nd marech.

The ladies and men nlso, were besutifully dressed,the
men intuxedog,frince Alberts, suck costy seldom = gut-s-way,or
clew hammeryveste were zlways worn,oftefi 2 white one..nvery msn
owned a blaick suit for evening wear. it waes a» necessity,no man
would think of eppearing st a dance or party, dressed othorwise.
Yes even in Breckenridge, those were the dsvs of besutifully dress-
ed %en and women.
T A I want to say somothing sbout the fuel,vhy nothinge
80 far as [ have resd has ever been said sabont shortases, There
vasdt any shortage that reslly sgmounted to mueh. There was very
little eo0sl burned in Breckenridge at that time =2nd what was used
was generally put in the house bins early in the fall. "ood was
the prineiple fuel and furnighed guite 2 number of persons em-
ployment.Cutéing and others heuline the poles znd logze to town.

A \ W/(,.-f led
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In town there were three or four small mills cutting it

into various stove lengths, Many s Saturday I wonld help T.B.
Th@mpson Aeliver wood around town.Fis sled box would held

one-ha1f cord of wood. I would get five eents = 1024 for helping _
lo24 sn? then unload eaéhlcad. Some Aays we gonld Aeliver g&s

many 88 tea loads if we rked until it became aark,which

wae sround five o'cloék. I had then,for my work,oarned fTifty
gonts,enouzh to go th the Saturdsy night dznee.

0
’T€§f}}gw&\ Bregkenri dge hsd no Aay seviee of electrieity.There wss

o a small light plant at the west ond of Lincoln Avenua,The Brecken-
¥ Yo ridge Light Plant,not owned by the town but privetely owned.
@wam -~ This plant had two DJC generators driven by one gmall steam
engine. During the day the plant remsined idle, when it got
dark enough that lumps were to be 1it,they would start up tre
snd run through the nightlor to such a time that it ,pae not needed.
This plené used wood for fuel slmost exclusively,¢ut in cord
or four foot fout lengths. T.B.Thompson h=d scveral men und teams
hsuling wood from the woods delily. He puid his men every night)
‘he furnished bozrd to his men\znd ot the suoper table he placed
one dollsr and fifty cents at each ma plate., What would our boye
think of working for & doller und fifty cenls nowyThe men had to
supply their own lodgige. '
Da ime electrie servige was not furnished until =zbout 1902
when the Gnld Pen Mining Company eompeted with the Huntington
Plent =nd foreed them out of business.
'nighwfv —» ‘there was no telephone service in Breckenrifdge =t that

4 ow o timenit 414 not ¢ me into Breekenridge until two or three ye:-Trs
th¢“=x 1. ter. Howsver L believe the "estern Union lines remcined in
' gervice through the winter. the rate was twenty five cents for
the first ton words to *enver snd corresponding dict nces,but

who hud twenty-five e~ntsY Z#

(51

‘The Mountain rride Wine on Bsldypas zbout the only mine
to run . through the winter thut employedd asny forece of men st all.
The Mountsin Pride and wood ehopping =nd hsuling were a »out the
énly sources of ravenue thst winter.

yhie my etory of the winte @Qof 1898 =2nd 99)has not been
written fo% public=tion,but fgamﬁge members of my family whe will
heoy of that winter ss ipng = iimain who psssed through it.
An7 one of & dozem poraons who p:sged through it eonld write,
perhaps, & more intoresting story becsusge their experienees
2nd memory of it, makes it live spain in their minds. ¥y one
repret, a boy's regrel is.that 1 was not s1lowed to ski to
Como, 1 wss & better s ifer thef some of the men who mzde the trip.

+ i o
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You remember,zirls,one day last summer,it was
Avgust twenty-third, 1953 to‘gﬁngact,Hazel and Marion
Pletehergfrom Twenty-Nine ,Cd4lifornia,and Elsie
and Charley Bradley from Breeckenridge,stopped &t the
raneh.. short time after they left,Vera Stephenson Pike,
who was visiting in Breckenridge,stopped in also.
Naturally,we read this st ory about the Big Smow gas both
Vera and Mariom were among the principalsgpf that winters
happenings with me.;In an earlier part of my narrative
I said Paul Burdette might have accompanied Fli Fletcher
on his trip over Boreaa,gt was Nill Fletcher#who shared that
haf%hip with 71i T"letecher.llarion recalled other interest-

ine' events of that winter. Cne that might have been &
real tragedyywas when REli Tleteher went out to the Riece Ranech,

to butcher a beef for one of the markets in Breckeanridge.

Te was butchering and dressing the animal out,loe¢:ted

elose to the barn wall. Y"e heard the snow letting go of

the barn roof, and almost instantly it had eovered Eli and
the animal ecompletely. Portunately, B.F.Ries,or Ben Rice Tice
as he was called, happened to be passing right then and

gaw the accident. He began Aiggling r, "leteher out of the
snow .if he h'd not cottem to work &t onece,in all probebility
Mr. Tleteher would have smothrered to deatﬁ,

car]l A.Faiseryg)remenbers GRorce Moo uying cattle from
Tsiser an® Sanborn/who had a raneh over neir Jefferson, lr.
Moon drove the stoek over Boress and t hey weore eorralled
at the 7aisar bsrn and held there,to be butchered “or the
uge of the people in the eommunity,while waiting for the
railro:4 to bring in mest.

4
X‘V DAL NA
LR
. i

yL~,dayw I scurcely remember & time when there was not amboy
Smi}ﬁgw; extra boy or girl living with the Faiser"’s going to school.
ra_ffﬂ-" Some one for whom sehool would have been out of the question
iy gl unless some ome bothered aand took them in,which the vaiser®s v
S A= did. fine eitizens ,the 7ai sers. There were no buses or
eonveyances to carry ehildred to and from sehool. Cne suech
boy was Albert Testblade, I remember him wellgf as he was in
my elass at sechocl. Te was the boy at Faisers that whnter,
and he was the ehup,who went to the barm to milk MNrs. Faiser's Ccow
and found her butchered. “hem Nrs. Zaiser went to the barn
to investigate,there,sure enough;Rung her cow Aressed and

ready for the market.
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In the "Bloekade Edition” of the "Como “ecord"” published
at Como\Colorado, andopy of which is on file 1in the State
Museum 1n Demver,dated Mareh 2,1899,there is an item referring
to Loren Waldo. ™ aldo perished in the storm while attempting
to snowshoe over the Pass from Breckenridge. The artiele further
gtates that "Loren Wzlde was last seen alive by the station
azant at Boreas about ng.M. Februszry 11,1899,

Yany an interesting story eould be told by a number
of other peopleygwho lived through the isolation of the
winter of 1898 and 1899(if they would just bother to

egive the 8t OTy ag they lived it.

"hen you are on your way hack to Denver,spinning alon;)

“i try to think how all the eountry out from Dillon east

" to the Piee Ranch and beyond to the Veystone turn-off, K looked

Jugt a narrow trail ,winding along,a trail that sleds end
horses had made,in a sea of snow. Not a bush,not & tree,
nor & willow,nor a roek. There wzsn't a ear visible on
the railwoad,the rails wfere so well hidden no would suspeet
that ¢&=b trains should go Dback snd forth between Dillon
and Yeystone. The traeks followed most of the way on the north
side of the Snake River.

The same kind of a pieture ,you eould see in the
Goose Pasture,egouth of Breckenridge on the road to Alma and
Fairplay. Not a willow was in sight,not a thing to mar
the beauty of that snow meadow. That wus the way it loocked
until lste in April. Carl Ecklund and I got up befare daylight
and took our guns,and went up there hoping that perhgpe we
might find & beaver dam open snd eould get a duek. Or maybe
find a rabbit.The snow was 80 well erusted we eould walk
any where without braking through. By ten o'elock hunting
would be over because then the snow would be so soft and-
webs and skgis would have to be used.
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